Prevalence and Detection of Prescription Opioid Misuse and Prescription Opioid Use Disorder Among Emergency Department Patients 50 Years of Age and Older: Performance of the Prescription Drug Use Questionnaire, Patient Version.
Despite increased concern about prescription opioid misuse among older adults, there is limited work examining the best means to identify misuse by older adults. The goal of this investigation was to examine the performance the Prescription Drug Use Questionnaire Patient Version (PDUQp), in detecting prescription opioid misuse and prescription opioid use disorders among adult emergency department (ED) patients aged 50 years and older. This was a cross-sectional study of a random sample of adult ED patients, aged 50 years and older. All participants were without cognitive impairment and reported prescription opioid use within the past 30 days. We evaluated the sensitivity, specificity, predictive values, and receiver operating characteristics of the PDUQp against a standard definition of opioid misuse and DSM-5 criteria for prescription opioid use disorder. Overall, 112 participants completed the study; 74 were aged 50-64 years and 38 were aged 65 years and older. Over half of the participants satisfied DSM-5 criteria for prescription opioid use disorder, with slightly less participants reporting misuse. Overall, the respective sensitivity and specificity of the PDUQp was: 44% and 79% (Receiver Operating Characteristic [ROC] area under the curve: 0.61) for prescription opioid misuse, 38% and 81% (ROC area under the curve: 0.64) for the presence of any prescription opioid use disorder, and 56% and 75% (ROC area under the curve: 0.71) for moderate to severe prescription opioid use disorder. Based on this preliminary work, the PDUQp may be a viable instrument to screen for prescription opioid misuse and prescription opioid use disorder, but it likely requires modifications to optimize its predictive ability in adults over age 50 years.